FLEMISH   SCHOOL

is an astonishingly sober subject to attract this jovial
painter. The picture, however, is no devotional piece
and the title is but a thin disguise for a Family Group.
The Madonna is the artist's wife and the Christ Child
is his little daughter.

It is a pity that the National Gallery should possess
no example of Jordaens* Rabelaisian extravagance, but
it is chiefly in the Netherlands that the artist can be seen
at his best and there we find him in his most character-
istic mood, florid but unashamed.

ROOM   XIII

is less important than most of the rooms in the National
Gallery and, owing to its small size and bad lighting,
only works of secondary significance can be placed
there.

At the present time, the room contains pictures of
the early Flemish School and a fine set of Rubens
Drawings.
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